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ABSTRACT 

                                              [AR]                                                                 224 الطيبية المقبرة ،صاحب مس-عحإ عائلة
 من من تتكون ف -الممتدة- الأسرة أما. والأطفال والزوجة الزوج من النواة الأسرة تكونت فقد -الأسرة أساس على الإنسانية الحضارة بنيت طالما

 على كأمثلة كلها العم وأبناء الأخ وأبناء الأخت وبنات -والعمات الأعمام -والأحفاد جدادالأ  مثل ،مباشرة غير أو مباشرة عائلية -اتعلاق وجود خلال

 -(18 الأسرة) الثالث تحتمس عهد في عمل الذي الحبوب على المشرف - مس-إعح عائلة عن جديدة معلومات على المقالة هذه تحتوي . الأقارب

 TT 224المقبرة نشر لعدم نظرًا و .القرنة عبد الشيخ في -لطيبة الغربية الضفة على ليةالسف الجبانة في تقع التي ،TT 224 طيبة مقبرة وصاحب

 المصادر ونقص -س يء بشكل المحفوظة والجدران -للمقبرة السيئة- الحالة إلى ضافةبالإ  جدرانها، مناظر عن الكشف أو مطلقًا فحصها أو الان إلى

-إعح عائلة بناء إعادة سيتم-لذلك نتيجة. المهنية ومسيرته وعائلته حياته عن القليل سوى  ن الحاليو  العلماء يعرف فلا -مس-إعح عن التاريخية

-أبنائه بمقابر الخاصة والنقوش بالمناظر ستعانةالإ  إلى ضافةبالإ  TT 224 من قبل من تنشر لم ونقوش مناظر باستخدام- عليهم والتعرف مس

 عائلة شجرة أفراد حول  جديدة معلومات عن -224 المقبرة وترميم لتنظيف المصري  مالترمي فريق جهود جانب إلى المصادر، هذه كشفت وقد

 -ومكانته وعائلته مس-إعح معرفة على يساعد ذلك كل. -أمكن إن بألقابهم التعريف مع -والأبناء والبنات والزوجات والأشقاء الآباء مثل -مس-إعح

  -224 طيبة مقبرة مالك عائلة وأهمية التاريخي السياق على الضوء من مزيد إلقاء إلى لبحثا هذا يهدف لذلك، نتيجة. المهنية ومسيرته الاجتماعية

 .الأساسية المراجع لمعظم طبقا المزعوم ابنه-نفر سن و مس-إعح بين العلاقة- إلى ضافةبالإ - صلبه من -مس -إعح بناءأ في أيضًا المقالة تبحث  كما
 

 [EN] The family has always been the cornerstone of human civilization. The nuclear family is comprised 

of the husband, wife, and children. The extended family consists of direct and indirect familial relations, 

such as grandparents and grandchildren. Uncles, aunts, nieces, nephews, and cousins are all examples of 

relatives. This article contains new information on Ahmose's family, the grainers' superintendent who 

served under Thutmose III's reign (18th dynasty), and the owner of Theban Tomb (TT 224), which is 

located in the lower necropolis on Thebes' western bank, at Sheikh ʿAbd el Qurna. Because of the tomb's 

current condition, which includes its poorly preserved walls, the fact that it has never been published or 

examined, and the lack of Ahmose’s historical documents, current scholars know very little about his life, 

family, and career. Ahmose's family members -will be identified, and their relationship reconstructed, 

using previously unpublished scenes and inscriptions from TT 224, which the Egyptian conservation 

team cleaned and restored, as well as scenes and inscriptions from his sons' tombs. These sources have 

revealed new information about Ahmose's family tree, including his parents, siblings, wives, daughters, 

and sons, along with their titles. As a result, this research aims to provide more context about   Ahmose's 

historical position and rank and shed more light on the significance of his family. The article also looks 

into Ahmose's biological son and the relationship between Ahmose and his alleged son, Sennefer, as 

indicated by primary sources. 
 

KEYWORDS: Ahmose, Kinship, Ahmose's sons, Ahmose's parents, historical background, revealed texts 

and scenes. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This article sheds light on the family of the tomb owner of TT 224, Ahmose, who 

lived and worked during Thutmose III's reign (18th dynasty). Ahmose's family tree will 

be reconstructed using unpublished scenes and inscriptions from TT 224. However, due 

to the tomb's current state, poorly preserved walls, and a lack of Ahmose's historical 

materials, such as fragments of Thebes' statues1 and a doubted2 funerary cone3, the 

researcher was compelled to examine other sources, mainly the tombs of his sons. 

Notably, the study gathers data from his sons' tombs, texts and scenes rather than 

studying their previously published tombs. These sources, together with the effort of 

the Egyptian conservation team to clean and restore the tomb, revealed new data about 

his family tree, particularly the relationship between Ahmose and Sennefer, his alleged 

son. The primary sources are as follows: TT 2244 [FIGURE 1]5, TT 966 [FIGURE 2]7, TT 298 

[FIGURE 3]9. 

                                                           
1A fragment of a statue of Hu, and a granite statue of a kneeling man; ROEDER 1899: 88, Nº.3426; WEIGALL 

1906: 133[18]; ENGELBACh 1921: 70 [7]; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM II-2: 427. 
2DAVIES & MACADAM  1957: Nº.94; HELCK 1958: 439; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325; ZENIHIRO 2009: 77; 

WEST 2019:155. 
3For more information about the details of the cone Nº.94, PETRIE 1887: 24; DARESSY 1893: 275 (19), Fasc.2; 

NAGUIB 1987: 75; MUNSELL 1988: 7.5 R 5/8, 7.5R N3/0. 
4It is located on Thebes' western bank, close to the Ramessuem, at the foot of Sheikh ʿAbd el Qurna. It 

belonged to Ahmose, the overseer of grainers who lived and worked during Thutmose III's reign. 

HELCK 1958: 297, 439; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325; KAMPP 1996: 498.WEST 2019:155. 
5PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325 
6It is located on Thebes' western bank, high on the hill's southern slope, at Sheikh- ʿAbd el Qurna. It 

belonged to the mayor of Thebes, Sennefer; HELCK 1958: 297, 439; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325; 

KAMPP 1996: 498.WEST 2019:155. For the relevant texts. HELCK 1961:Urk IV: 1417-38. For more 

information about the tomb, see:  

«The Tomb of Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer, 1-9, accessed on 

25/05/ 2020. 
7PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 196    
8It is located on Thebes' western bank high on the hill's southern slope, at Sheikh-ʿAbd el Qurna. It 

belonged to the vizier Amenemopet. The tomb is nearly completely unpublished, while URK1439-40 

has the relevant inscriptions. HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1439-40; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 45-46; KAMPP 

1996: 214; STRUDWICK & TAYLOR 2003: 3. 
9PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 44.   

 

 

[FIGURE 1]: TT  224 [FIGURE 2]: TT 96  

     

 

[FIGURE  3]: TT 29  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=N.+de+G.+Davies&text=N.+de+G.+Davies&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=F.L.+Macadam&text=F.L.+Macadam&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer,%201-9.
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II. AHMOSE'S PARENTAGE AND FAMILY 

The family has always formed the cornerstone of any society. The nuclear family 

consists of the husband, wife, and children. The extended family10 includes linear 

connections, such as grandparents and grandchildren, in addition to collateral relations, 

such as siblings, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins11. The researcher will 

investigate Ahmose's extended family using relevant resources such as tomb scenes and 

texts. 
 

1. Parents 
Ahmose's parents, the prominent members of his extended family12, were depicted 

in his tomb. However, the severely damaged walls of tomb TT 224, which depicted the 

parents, were destroyed. Only one scene, - at the end of the right wall of the long hall, 

the second register, depicts his parents, who are facing Ahmose, their son while in front 

of a-banquet scene [FIGURE 4]. Their names were revealed after cleaning the wall. 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 
 

       
 [FIGURE 4]: Ahmose’s parents' images and names on the long hall walls© Photo taken by Researcher. 
 

Father  

Name: 13 %-n –wsrt14 «Senusert», as mentioned beside Ahmose's mother's 

name on the third register on the right wall of the long hall of TT 224 [FIGURE 5]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[FIGURE 5]: The names of Ahmose's parents, (father) S-n-wsrt, is shown in Ahmose tomb on the 

right wall of the long hall before and after cleaning© Photo taken by the researcher. 

[Before restoration  [  

                                                           
10For further information about the family structure. ALLAM, 1977: LÄ II:  104-113. 
11WHALE 1989:240. 
12WHALE 1989: 259. 
13LEPSIUS 1970: Denkmäeler Text III: 286, Nº. 85. 

14There are some variations: ,  , s-n Wsrt «The man of the Goddess Wesret»; RANKE 

1935: PN I: 279, Nº.1. 



THE FAMILY OF AHMOSE, THE OWNER OF THEBAN TOMB 224 
 

DOI: 10.21608/JGUAA2.2023.153764.1112                             36                            JGUAA2 vol.8/2, 2023: 33-54 

Mother 

Name: 15&A-idy16 «Ta-idy» as recorded alongside Ahmose’s father's name 

on the third register on the right wall of the long hall of TT 224 [FIGURE 6]. Interestingly, 

his parents' titles are not preserved. 

 

 [FIGURE 6]: The names of Ahmose's parents (mother) Ta-idy, is shown in Ahmose tomb on the right 

wall of the long hall before and after cleaning© Photo taken by the researcher. 

[After restoration] 
 

2. Family 
 

Husband 

Name: IaH-Ms «Ahmose» named Humay 17.  @my «Humy»18 as a short 

name19. Titles20: 
   

imy rA gs-pr «overseer of the god's wife's estate?»21 and

 imy-rA Snwty n Hmt ntr IaH-ms-Nfrtiri 

«overseer of the double granaries of the god's wife (Ahmose Nefertarey) »22. 
 

Apparently, his name is recorded in his tomb TT 224 and the inscribed tombs of 

his sons (TT 96, TT 29) In addition, -Ahmose-Humay is called Father and nurse (it mnay), 

                                                           
15LEPSIUS 1970: Denkmäeler Text III: 286, Nº. 85. 
16Ranke references Lepsius, who misspelled this example as Idy, and provides other spelling 

 &A-idy? He mentions a daughter of Paheri of el-Kab who does not appear to be the same 

person. However, the name  appears on the wall of the Ahmose tomb with an unidentified 

determinative  , which could be a determinative of the ear . So, the names could be the article « 

the»  tA and  Idy «elder»?; Helck referred to her as Idy without &A, whilst Graefe reads &A Idy; 

RANKE 1935: PN I: 54, Nº.2; 354, Nº.11; GARDINER 1957: 544, Sign-list F; HELCK 1958: 439; ERMAN & 

GRAPOW 1971: WB V: 211 (5); GRAEFE 1981: 17; WHALE 1989: 84. 
17The owner tombs TT83, TT 121, and TT 241 were also called IaH- ms .PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 167, 

325, 235, 331; GARDINER & WEIGALL 1913: 36; RANKE 1935: PN I: 12, Nº.19; WEST 2019: 155.  
18RANKE 1935: PN I: 12, Nº.19.  
19For more short names, see: SETHE 1907: 87-92. 
20The researcher investigates Ahmose's titles and rank in a separate article which is under the process of 

publication in JGUAA2. 
21FISCHER 1966: 66, n.39. Another meaning of gs-pr; FISCHER 1979: 42. 
22GARDINER & WEIGALL 1913: 36; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325. 
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overseer of the ipt-nswt, overseer of the aXnwty (chamberlain), and overseer of Stables-23 

on his funerary cone [Nº. 94]24. 
 

Wife 

Name:  Nbw « Nbw»25. 

Title:  Xkrt nsw « Lady in Waiting» 26. 

Nbw, who held the title «Royal Concubine», was Ahmose's wife. She must have 

been his sole wife, as there is no mention of any other spouses in the tomb. She is 

prominent in her husband's tomb and is called Hmt.f nbt pr to identify her as the 

principal wife27. 

                                                           
23SHIRELY 2005: 249.  
24DAVIES & MACADAM  1957: Nº.94.  
25It was a common name that meant «gold », dating from the Old Kingdom until the Late Period; RANKE 

1935: PN I: 190, NO. 3. 
26The basic meaning of the title consists of the two elements nswt «king» and Xkrt is either as a noun 

«Jewels» equals «King's Jewels», or it can be translated as «the one that adorns the king», «the king's 

adorned/the one adorned by the king. «Ornament of the king», «she(one) who is ornamented by the 

king» « lady in waiting», «Concubine of the king», «kings adorner women of married status as opposed 

to the nfrw or maidens»; Some scholars consider the title xkrt nsw as a non royal title, synonymous with 

the title Xkrt nsw watt «lady in waiting of the first ranke», «sole lady in waiting». It is simply an 

abbreviation version of xkrt nsw watt;. According to Ward, xkrt nsw designates for a married woman. He 

clasified the title  among others in the category of intermediate stratum of the society and it is different 

from xkrt nsw watt which belongs to the highest stratum. On the other hand, Franke disputes Ward's 

claim about the title, claiming that the social status of married women with the titles «Sole Lady-in-

Waiting» and «Lady-in-Waiting» and their combination is heavily biased because Ward grossly 

underestimates the dimension of time. As a result, he concluded that  the difference in status between 

the titles «Sole Lady-in-Waiting» and «Lady-in-Waiting» was irrelevant because the titles were recorded 

at different times. The titles «Sole Lady-in-Waiting» and «Lady-in-Waiting» on the other hand, both 

refer  to the wives of courtiers. During the Thirteenth Dynasty, the term «lady-in-waiting» was reserved 

for ladies of the royal court, whereas «sole lady-in-waiting» was reserved for women of the higher 

aristocracy of the provinces in the First Intermediate Period. This is the only difference that remains. 

There were two groups of women who held the title in the period from the Old to the New Kingdom: 

One group received the title «adorned the king» it applies equally to daughters, wives and women, who 

are responsible for certain tasks at court including bringing the king close (as head of Harem, and 

providing the king with «entertainment» (singing, dancing royal nurse). The second group consists of 

wives and daughters of counts, simple provincial women, daughters of humble origins and wives of 

very high officials. The title Xkr nsw is given to this second group without any discernible qualifications 

and is valid for all women. Therefore, It can  only be an honorary or court rank title bestowed by the 

king;. Xkr as verb means «to adorn». The title has long been debated by Egyptologists. After conducting 

this brief examination of the title, one could conclude that whatever the reason behind Ahmose wife’s 

title was due to her status as a wife of an important man, Ahmose, who held high- ranking titles, and a 

mother of sons who were given prominent positions. Furthermore, her title indicates that she was 

affiliated with the Royal Court, whether in charge of court tasks or received an honorary bestowed by 

the king. This affiliation with the royal court may have aided Ahmose later in his career when he held 

the title «Tutor of the King». NORD 1970: 1–16; DRENKHAHN 1976: 59ff; WARD 1982: 143, Nº.1234; WARD 

1986: 28; Franke 1990: 229; FAULKNER 1991:205; GILLAM 1995: 227, Nº.178; SABBAHY 1997: 16; JONES 2000:  

II: 794, Nº.2899; 795, Nº.2900; ESPINEL 2016: 106. 
27Perhaps for this reason, the wife of the tomb owner is referred to as Hmt.f, to distinguish her from other 

minor wives or concubines. The title nbt pr «Lady of the house» is a very common title that was only 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=N.+de+G.+Davies&text=N.+de+G.+Davies&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=F.L.+Macadam&text=F.L.+Macadam&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
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 Although Ahmose's wife was a notable lady in her own right, Whale noted that 

she was not as visible in his tomb as one might expect28. Whale further claims that her 

name occurs exclusively in her son's tombs TT 2929, TT 96, with no reference to her 

husband's tomb TT 224, according to Whale30 . 

Although it seems unlikely, the researcher believes she was included with her 

spouse in most scenes throughout the tomb, but her absence is because of how heavily 

damaged the tomb is; yet her presence in the tomb may be proven. For example, in the 

fourth register (near the bottom) of the long hall's left wall painting [FIGURE 7], there is 

a scene representing Ahmose and his wife. The text is as follows:  
 

 

 

hmt.f mrt.f n st – ib[.f]31 [Nbw] 

 « His wife, his beloved, [his] favorite, [Nbw] ».  
 

               
[FIGURE 7]: Painting of Ahmose's wife Nbw on the long hall's left wall. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
used by married women and indicated the wife's duties as director of household affairs; it 

corresponded best to English «Mrs. »; FRANKE 1983: 138ff; WARD 1986: 8; WHALE 1989: 249. 
28WHALE 1989: 84. 
29Amenemopet has other tomb Nº.48 in the Valley of the Kings (KV48) near the tomb of Amenhotep II 

(KV 35) at Thebes; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-2: 565. 
30WHALE 1989: 280, Nº.35. 
31n st- ib.f  literally  means « in place of his heart »  his favorite ERMAN & GRAPOW 1971: Wb IV 4(6); 

WILSON 1997: 947. 
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 In the tomb of her son Amenemopet (TT 29), the text reads: 
 

 

32 

Imn m Ipt mAa-xrw ir (w) n imy- rA pr n Hmt ntr @my ms(w) n nbt pr Nbw 

«Amenemopet, justified, begotten by the steward of the god’s wife, Humy and 

born of the lady of the house, Nbw»33. 
 

 The text used the phrase nbt pr to indicate that his mother was prominent in 

his tomb34. However, the assumption that the mother was more important than the wife 

in her son's tomb is not supported by evidence from the 18th dynasty35. In TT 9636, she is 

also referenced. The text is as follows: 37 Hmt.f nbt pr Xkrt nsw Nbw 

«His wife, the lady of the house and royal Concubine, Nbw». 
  

Daughters [FIGURE 8] 

Unfortunately, no records have been found in the tombs of Ahmose's sons, and 

most references do not mention Ahmose having daughters. The only reference to 

Ahmose's daughters is the banquet scene on the right wall of the long hall in TT 224. It 

is divided into four registers, with Ahmoses' children shown in the second and third 

registers from the top. In the second register there are nine young women38. The 

distinguishing feature is that the name sAt.f mrt.f «his beloved daughter» is kept for most 

of them, including %At +Hwty39,  Nbw m [irit]?40, and one whose name ends 

with  Hb 41,  BAkt42, and   &ti Srit43. Notably, no titles for his daughters have 

survived. 

 

 

 

                                                           
32HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1438, 13-19. 
33HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 97; CUMMING 1984: 136. 
34There was a definite trend for the title nbt pr to occur first, which was the most frequently used title on 

several monuments, outnumbering other titles to confirm that she is an individual and prominent 

woman; WHALE 1989: 263, 264; ONSTINE 2005: 129-130, n. 4. 
35WHALE 1989: 263, 264. 
36HELCK and other Egyptologists mentioned her as the mother of Sennefer. HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1432, 16; 

the researcher will discuss this in the next pages. 
37HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1432, 16.  
38PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325(6), PLAN 318; ROEHRIG 1990: 190, Nº.602. 
39It is attested from the Middle Kingdom and means «Djehuty’s daughter»; RANKE 1935: PN I: 295, Nº 5. 

40  Nbw m// [irit] It is attested in the New Kingdom «Gold is comrade (companion)?  »; RANKE 

1935: PN I: 190, Nº.19. 

41ROEHRIG incorrectly read the word HAt instead of Hb, and she read the name Rsyt of another 

daughter, which I did not recognize; ROEHRIG 1990: 190, Nº.602. 
42It is attested from the Middle and New Kingdom; RANKE 1935: PN I: 92, Nº.5. 
43It is attested from the Middle and New Kingdom and means «the Younger». RANKE 1935: PN I: 384, Nº 

.8. 
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(A) 

 
(B) 

 [FIGURE 8]: The daughters of Ahmose are depicted in the second register on the right wall of the long 

hall© Photo taken by the researcher 

Sons [FIGURE 9] 

As mentioned above, the third register of the banquet scene in TT 224 depicts 

young boys below the daughters in the second register, and there may be up to six 

sons? whose names or titles are not preserved. They appear to be Ahmose's sons. Humy 

and his wife are seated in front of an offering table, and both registers are set up in front 

of them44.  Msw.f «his children» of Ahmose is written in the band between the first and 

second registers. [FIGURE 10]. 
 

 
(A) 

 
(B) 

 [FIGURE 9]: The sons of Ahmose are depicted in the first register /right wall ©Photo taken by 

Researcher. 

 

                                                           
44PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: PLAN 318, 325[6]; ROEHRIG 1990: 190, n. 602. 
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                                                          (A)                                                                                        (B) 
             

         [FIGURE 10]: An inscription naming Ahmose's children are between the first and second registers 

in the long hall of the right wall© Photo taken by the researcher 
 

However, most references45 mention that Ahmose, the owner of TT 224, had two 

sons. The eldest son,  sn-nfr46 «Sennefer», held the chief title  HAty-a n Niwt rsyt 

«the Mayor of the Southern City (Thebes)  » under Amenhotep II47, and was the owner of 

TT 96. Moreover, the younger son is  Imn-m ipt 48 «Amenemopet», the vizier of 

Amenhotep II, who owned tomb TT 29, and held the titles of  iry-pat HAty-a 

«Hereditary prince and mayor»49 . 

According to Whale, the eldest son is consistently depicted and named first in a 

row of sons and is the most prominent son in the performance of offerings and rituals 

for his parents50. Unlike Whale, Roehrig claims that the younger son, 

Amenmopet, is identified as overseer of the granaries of the God's Wife of Amun (imy-rA 

pr n Snwty n Hmt ntr n Imn) on the west wall of the long hall and is represented making 

offerings to Ahmose and Nbw51. However, Amenmopet does not claim this title on any 

of his monuments. When applying Whales' claim to TT 224, the researcher explores 

Sennefer on the tomb's walls, performing rituals in front of Ahmose and Nbw. 

Furthermore, the disappearance of the younger son, Amenemopet, as well as his name, 

title, and physical description, may be because of the wall damage. He could be one of 

the sons whose names were lost in the banquet scene. According to the tombs (TT 224, 

TT 96, and TT 29), two sons were identified: 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
45DAVIES 1913: 16; HELCK 1958: 423; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325; GRAEFE 1981: 15; WHALE 1989: 

84,145-6; KAMPP 1996: 499; EATON 1999: 113,1. 
46Ranke reads it sn.(i)nfr « (my) good brother». It is attested from the Middle Kingdom. RANKE 1935: PN I: 

309, Nº.5. 
47For more titles of Sennefer and his rank. EATON 1999: 113; 1; SHIRELY 2005: 249 ff. 
48It is attested in the New Kingdom. It means «Amun is in Luxor». RANKE 1935: PN I: 27, Nº.18. 
49DAVIES 1913: 16. 
50WHALE 1989:256 
51ROEHRIG 1990: 191, Nº.604. 
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Sennefer 

One of the most challenging aspects for the researcher was confirming the 

relationship between Ahmose and Sennefer, since most scholars believed that Sennefer 

was Ahmose's son based on inscriptions in TT 96 and TT 2952 . however, they should 

have taken into consideration another crucial piece of evidence. 

Nonetheless, the genealogical relationship is nebulous, with much doubt about 

Sennefer and Ahmose's relationship. This misunderstanding is caused by the following 

fact, which appears to have gone unnoticed when considering two sets of parents in 

Sennefer's tomb (TT 96)53. According to the inscription on the west wall painting of the 

inner pillared hall, Sennefer is dedicated in front of his parents. The text is as follows54: 
 

55
 irt Htp di nsw (n) wab sp-sn n it.(f )imy-rA pr n Hmt 

-ntr @my mAa xrw in HAty a (n) Niwt  rsyt  %n-nfr 

«Making occasionally Hotp-di-nesu offering to (his) father, the steward of the god’s 

wife, Humy, justified, by the Mayor of the Southern City, Sennefer»56. 

Another couple depicts their parental relationship with Sennefer as shown in the 

banquet scene on the east wall, north of the transverse hallway. The text is as follows 57 : 
 

58 it.f Hm ntr 2- Nnw59 
n[@r] nb Qsi Nnw mAa-xrw ,mwt.f mrt .f @nw(t) -iri60 nbt imAx 

 

«His father, the second prophet of Horus, lord of Qus61, Nenu, justified, his mother, 

whom he loves, the mistress of the house, Henutiry, possessor of the blessed state»62.  

                                                           
52HELCK 1958: 423; PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 325; HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1432-35; GRAEFE 1981: 15; 

WHALE 1989: 84, 145-6; KAMPP 1996: 498. 
53Both occur on Pm plan at (21) and are identified as Amenemopet's parents, and at (22) where Sennefer 

offers «to his father» (n it-f). HELCK 1961: Urk IV: 1432(10). For the text, see: PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 

199, PLAN 196; «The Tomb of Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_ 

1-9. Accessed on 25/05/ 2020. 
54PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1: 199, PLAN 196; «The Tomb of 

Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_ 1-9. Accessed on 25/05/ 2020. 
55 HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1432. 
56CUMMING 1984: 129. 

57«The Tomb of Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_ 1-9. Accessed on 

25/05/ 2020. 
58HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1433, A. 15-16. 

59HELCK & CUMMING read it Nw, while it reads Nnw, as Ranke mentioned.  Nnw appeared in the New 

Kingdom; ERMAN & GRAPOW also read it Nnw, however that writing of ,  Nnw appeared in 21st 

dynasty. RANKE 1935: PN I: 206; HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 94; ERMAN & GRAPOW 1971: WB I: 214 [18-19]; 

CUMMING 1984: 131; Nº.10. 

60 , . It is attested in the New Kingdom and means «Its mistress». RANKE 1935: PN I: 242, 

Nº.22.  
61Qus (Arabic: قوص is a city in the modern Qena Governorate in Egypt, located on the east bank of 

the Nile. In Graeco-Roman times, it was called Apollonopolis Parva or Apollinopolis 

Mikra (Greek: Ἀπόλλωνος ἡ μικρά; Ἀπόλλων μικρός), or Apollonos minoris; «Qus», 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qus. Accessed on 08/04/ 2022. 

62CUMMING 1984: 131. 

https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qena_Governorate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
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The same couple is recognized as a seated pair on the north wall of the inner 

pillared hall once more63: 
 

64 Hm ntr 2 -nw @r Wr Nnw mAa-xrw Hmt.f nbt pr &it- iry65 

mAat xrw «The second priest of Horus, the Elder, Nenu, justified. His wife, the mistress of 

the house, Tit- iry, justified»66. 
 

The following questions arise: Who are Sennefer's biological parents? What is the 

most significant evidence that could be found in Ahmose's tomb? Is there anything in 

the Egyptian inscriptions that supports my point of view? To do so, the researcher will 

examine what is mentioned about Sennefer's parents and what may be revealed in 

Ahmose's tomb, TT 224—while keeping in mind the confusion caused by the kinship67 

system's basic terminology, which has both primary and extended meanings68. As 

previously stated, most scholars assume that Ahmose and Nbw were Sennefer's genuine 

parents; nonetheless, several suggestions have been made to identify Sennefer's second 

pair of parents (Nenu and Henutiry,) as follows: 

According to Helck , Nbw and Ahmose were the parents of Sennefer, while Nenu 

and Henutiry were the maternal grandparents of Sennefer and Amenemopet69. Then 

Helck) supports another interpretation in his genealogy of the family of Sennefer and 

Amenemopet, claiming that they were the parents of Senet- nefret, or Mryet Sennefer's 

wives, and hence their in-laws70. 

Graefe outlines the genealogy of Ahmose’s family in a way similar to Helck), with 

two sets of parents as follows: 

                                                           
63«The Tomb of Sennefer»: https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_ 1-9. Accessed 

on 25/05/ 2020    
64HELCK 1961:  URK IV: I433, B. 17-18. 
65Same woman Henutiry; GRAEFE 1981: 17; CUMMING 1984: 131. 
66HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 94; CUMMING 1984: 131. 
67My research only goes into a little detail about kinship systems, as several Egyptologists have already 

done extensive research on this subject. For more extended meaning of kinship terms, see: ROBINS 1979: 

197–217; BIERBRIER 1980: 100; FRANKE 1983: 400; FRANKE 2001: 245–248; REVEZ 2003: 123-131; 

CAMPAGNO 2009: 1. 
68For example, the kinship term previously mentioned refer to Sennofer's two fathers (8-9), which could 

also be used to refer to more distant ascending generations' lineal kin; «grandfather» or «ancestor » It 

can also mean «protector» or «teacher », metaphorically. To put it another way, anyone who embodies 

the concept of authority has the potential to be it or a «father». It expresses the concept of «spiritual» 

kinship that fatherhood is much more than the natural biological ties that bind a father to his son; 

fatherhood can be acquired or relinquished because behavior and attitude play a significant role in 

defining a father. Leprohon also explains the relationship between the two men of stela BM 2029; they 

both identify with their father. He states that the word «father» takes on its broader sense of 

«protector», «patron», or «adoptive father». BRUNNER 1959: 4; LEPROHON 1978: 33-34; REVEZ 2003: 123; 

CAMPAGNO 2009: 2. 
69HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1433, 13-14; HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 94 (2nd text). 
70HELCK 1958:424, 439. 

https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
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Nenu and Henutiry were the parents of Nbw Ahmose's wife, while Taidy and 

Senwesrt were the parents of Ahmose, making them the maternal grandparents of 

Sennefer and Amenemopet71. 

As suggested by Helck Cumming notes that Ahmose and his wife are Sennefer’s 

biological parents, whereas Nenu and Henutiry are presumably his maternal 

grandparents 72.  

In contrast to previous suggestions, Roehrig argues that Sennefer's biological 

father was most likely Nenu, the second priest of Horus, the Elder of Qus. Nenu and his 

wife, Henutiry, are identified as Sennefer's parents at least twice in TT 96.  

Sennefer, on the other hand, had other ties to Qus that supported the idea that his 

biological father was Nu rather than Ahmose-Humy. Sennefer was known as the 

«overseer of the prophets of Horus Lord of Qus» (imy-r3 Hmv ntr n Hr wr nb Gsy), 

indicating that Sennefer had connections to the Qus region even while serving as the 

mayor of Thebes73. 

Shirley states that Sennefer's biological parents were Nenu and Henutiry, while 

his uncle and aunt were Ahmose Humay and Nub. Although Sennefer never refers to 

himself as «born of» (ir n or ms n) anyone, it appears that Nu and Hunetiry/Ta-iry are 

Sennefer's parents based on the extant inscriptions and visual composition in Sennefer’s 

tomb TT 9674. 

According to Whale, Nenu and Henutiry are not Sennefer's parents. The extensive 

use of kinship terms might imply that they were either Sennefre's grandparents or his 

in-laws, since they were only displayed in the scenes with Sennefer and his wife, 

Senetnay. She believes they were probably the parents of Senetnay and potentially 

Sennefer's family if he and Senetnay were cousins75. She added that Nenu was known 

as Hm ntr 2 nw n Hr nb Gsy, while Sennefer was known as imy rA Hmw –ntr n Hr nb Gsy. 

Perhaps he inherited the title from his father-in-law, who could not bestow it to a son. 

Another suggestion is that Sennefer, as priest supervisor, married the older second 

priest's daughter76. 

Fortunately, the inscriptions and scenes on TT 224’s walls were visible after being 

cleaned, revealing the most important information concerning Ahmose and Sennefer's 

relationship. An image of Sennefer is written before him in three77 different locations 

sA(n) snt .f as follows: the first location is on the long hall's right wall, where a small 

image of Sennefer making an offering to Ahmose and his wife and before him is 

                                                           
71GRAEFE, 1981: 16. 
72CUMMING 1984: 131. 
73Humy has no titles connected to the city of Qus, nor does his son, the vizier Amenemopet. ROEHRIG 

1990:154-155, Nº.497. 
74SHIRELY 2005: 241ff. 
75WHALE 1989: 265. 
76WHALE 1989: 150.  
77ROEHRIG was incorrect when she stated that Sennefer appears only twice in (TT224), and she thought 

the small image on the left wall was for Amenmopet, not Sennefer, and she held the title (lmy-r3 pr n 

Snwty n hmt ntjr n Imn). However, Ahmose himself is the owner of this title. ROEHRIG 1990:190. 
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inscribed:  sA(n) snt .f mnx n sn.f %n-nfr « The son (of) his (Ahmose's) 

sister, the one who is devoted to his brother, Sennefer» [FIGURE 11].  
 

 
                                                       (A)                                                         (B)           

 [FIGURE 11]: The first location of a small image of Sennefer with text is on the right wall of the long 

hall© Photo taken by the researcher 
 

The second location is on the long hall's left wall, where a small image of Sennefer 

is carrying a hes vase and an incense burner behind the person who is offering to 

Humy78. Before Sennefer the following words are inscribed:   sA 

n snt. f mnx n sn.f %n-(nfr) « The son of his sister, the one who is devoted to his brother, 

Sennofer» [FIGURE 12]. 

 
(A)                                                         (B) 

[FIGURE 12]: The second location of a small image of Sennefer with text is on the left wall of the 

long hall© Photo taken by Researcher. 
 

The third location is in the marsh scene of the second transverse hall79. Humy is 

shown standing on a boat, ready to throw a throwstick. Sennefer, a little figure in front 

of him, holds a spear with a rope connected to it, and before him is inscribed: 

                                                           
78PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1:325 [5, IV]. 
79PORTER & MOSS 1960: PM I-1:325 [8]. 
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 sA (n) //nt. f mnx Hry-ib 80//.f %n-(nfr) «The son (of) his sister, the one 

who is pleasing to the heart (to) his//, Sennofer» [FIGURE 13]. 

 
                                                   (A)                         (B) 

[FIGURE 13]: The third location of a small image of Sennefer with text is on the left wall of the 

second hall© Photo taken by the researcher  

Investigating this phrase sA n snt.f, as well as other kinship phrases, demonstrates 

that there were no specific Egyptian words for multiple-link ties such as with our terms 

«grandmother» and «uncle»81. This kinship was thus expressed through compound 

phrases like n hmt.f for "father-in-law» or sn (n) mwt.f for «his mother's brother» or 

«maternal uncle»82. Or, sAt snt.f «his sister's daughter»83. Based on the preceding, we 

conclude that the phrase sA n snt.f of relationship in tomb relief indicates a genuine tie 

rather than a nebulous kinship.  

Based on the fresh information found in Ahmose's tomb, should we thus accept 

two sets of parents who have been named as Sennefer's parents? It is improbable. Since 

Humy often refers to Nub as his wife (hmt.f)84 rather than his «sister» (snt.f), this phrase 

is unlikely to indicate anything other than «nephew ». This new fact is also significant in 

terms of genealogy. This evidence suggests that Sennefer was Ahmose's nephew, who 

                                                           
80

 mnx Hr-ib: it appeared in the middle kingdom and 18th dynasty, which means «pleasing to the heart, 

splendid of buildings, of workmanship». FAULKNER 1991: 10; ERMAN & GRAPOW 1971: WB II 86[5-11]. 
81CAMPAGNO 2009: 1. 
82BIERBRIER 1980: 100.  
83During the reign of Thutmose III, Baketamon, the wife of Amenemhat, the owner of TT82, was 

described as as sAt snt.f «daughter of his sister». This phrase expresses the basic meaning of niece 

without a doubt, and her husband is her maternal uncle. There are also two cases from Setau's tomb, the 

high priest of Nekhbet at El Kab (under Ramesses III's reign), where two of Setau's parental brothers 

were married to their nieces. The evidence is quite clear and unarguable: A married pair is depicted 

sitting before Setau (South wall), and over their heads, we read: sn.f hA n sAt.f.  Next to them is a man 

described as sn.f hA n sAt.f mryt.f….Hmt.f nbt pr Hnwt sxmt. GARDINER 1911: 50-51; DAVIES & GARDINER 1915: 

4. 
84Notably, we can conclude from the text that Sennefer refers to Nbw as. Hmt.f «his wife» rather than mwt.f 

«his mother», a phrase which Sennofer used to refer to his actual mother, Hnwt iri, the text as follows: 

Hmt.f nbt pr Xkrt nsw Nbw «His wife, the lady of the house and royal Concubine», 

Nbw. HELCK 1961: Urk IV: 1432. (See the text of his mother Hnewt iri 9). 
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was possibly adopted85. Therefore, Sennefer's biological parents are Nu and Henutiry, 

while his uncle and aunt are Ahmose Humay, and Nbw. Sennefer and Amenemopet are 

cousins. As a result, this part of the study disproves one of the popular misconceptions 

concerning Ahmose and Sennefer's kinship that most Egyptologists believe. 

Sennefer had three wives86, according to the inscriptions in his tomb87; the first one 

was called Meryt, who held the title: 
  

 snt.f mrt.f Smayt wrt nt Imn Mryt mA-xrw 

«His sister, his beloved, the great chantress of Amun, Mreyt, justified»88. 
 

 Another wife, Senetnay89 held the following titles: 

  snt.f nbt pr  mnat Nsw  %nt-my90 mAat -
xrw snt.f mrt.f nbt pr mnat wrt Sdt Haw ntrw 

 «His sister, the lady of the house and royal nurse, Senetnay, justified. His sister, 

his beloved, the lady of the house and great nurse who nourished the divine person»91. 

The third one, Senetnefret, with the title:  
 

 snt.f mr(t).f mnat Nsw %nr nfr(t) 

« His sister, his beloved, the nurse of the king, Senetnfrt »92. 
 

Sennefer also had at least three daughters93: Mutnofret, Nefertiry and Muttawy94. 

Mutnofret and Nefertiry were identified as Sennefer and Senetnay's daughters. 

Mutnofret is known from various sources including a statue of her parents, her father's 

tomb (TT 96), and the vizier Amenemopet's tomb (TT 29)95. She holds the title: 

 

 
 

                                                           
85Sennefer was originally from Qus through his father's family, based on the title (imy-r3 hmv ntr n Hr wr nb 

Gsy) (See 10). In contrast, his mother's family may have been from Thebes. Sennefer may have been sent 

to Thebes, where he became close to his mother's family, especially his uncle Humay, who regards him 

as his father (it.f ) and relies on him, mainly because he is Ahmose's eldest son, whether alive or dead, 

and performs all funerary duties for his close uncle. ROEHRIG 1990: 155. 
86For more information about Sennefers's wives, see: ROEHRIG 1990:150ff; «The Tomb of 

Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_ 1-9. Accessed on 25/05/ 2020  . 
87HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1434. 
88HELCK 1961:  URK IV: 1434 [1]; CUMMING 1984: 131. 
89According to ROEHRIG, Sennefer had two wives, Sentnay, Mreyt, Senetnay and Senetnefrt are the same 

person. SHIRLEY, on the other mentions Sennefer having only two wives, Senetnay and Senetnefrt. For 

more details, see: ROEHRIG 1990:150ff; SHIRLEY 2005: 246. 
90Sethe incorrectly transcribed the name of Snt-nAy as %nt-my in URK IV 1434[3-4]; ROEHRIG 1990:150, 

Nº.478. 
91HELCK 1961:  URK IV:  1434 [3-4]; CUMMING 1984: 131. 
92HELCK 1961:  URK IV: 1434 [6]; CUMMING  1984: 131. 
93According to Shirley, Sennefer had two daughters. SHIRLEY 2005: 246; «The Tomb of 

Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_p.1-9. Accessed on 25/05/ 2020.  
94HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1434; WHALE 1989: 145. 
95ROEHRIG 1990:163. 

https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_%201-9.
https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_p.1-9.
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 Smayt nt Imn 

«the chantress of Amun»96. 
 

 While Nefertiry held the previously mentioned title Xkrt nsw97. However, some 

argue that Mutnofret and Muttawy are the same ones who held the same title: Smayt nt 

Imn98. 
 

Amenemopet 
  He served as vizier during the reign of Amenhotep II and married Weret-

maatef(?)99, who held the title Xkrt nsw100. Several sources identify him as the biological 

son of Ahmose and Nbw101 , as revealed in Amenemopet's tomb inscription (TT29) as 

follows: 

…
102 iry-pat HAty - a…Imn -m -ipt iry.n 

imy-rA pr n Hmt-ntr @my msw n nbt pr Nbw 

«Prince and count…Amenemopet, justified, begotten by the Overseer of the god’s wife, 

Humy and born to the mistress of the house, Nbw»103. 

Even though most sources104 refer to Sennefer as sn.f «his brother»105, but when 

used in an extended sense, Sennefer and Amenemopet are cousins, as previously stated. 

The text in TT 96 is as follows:  
 

… 106 Hms m sh n sxmx-ib  
irt hrw nfr .Hna sn.f mrr.f …TAty  Imn m ipt Dd n.f PA Iry 

«Sitting in a hall of amusement and spending a good day with his brother whom he 

loves… the vizier Amenemopet, who was called Pairi»107. 
 

Another text in Amenemopet's tomb attests to a speech to his brother Sennefer (his 

cousin). «The text reads as follows: 

                                                           
96HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1435[11], 1436[15]; CUMMING 1984: 134. 
97WHALE 1989: 145. 
98ROEHRIG 1990:150ff; SHIRLEY 2005: 246. 

99 [ ][ ] According to HELCK's restoration, Wr[t] [MAat.f]? HELCK 1961: URK  IV: 1438(20). However, 

the researcher needed help finding this name among other names in Ranke's book. However, Helck 

reads it  wr it.f? ;. While GRAEFE considers that the name is misread;  Amenemopet's wife does not 

appear to play a very prominent role in his tomb despite her status as Xkrt nsw. HELCK 1958: 439; GRAEFE 

1981: 18. Nº.16; WHALE 1989: 265. 
100The same title as Nbw, Amenemopet's mother. HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1438, 20. 
101PORTER & MOSS 1960:  PM I-1: 325; GRAEFE 1981: 15; WHALE 1989: 152; ROEHRIG 1990:190; «The Tomb of 

Sennefer»:https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e sennefer_.1-9. Accessed on 25/05/ 2020.   
102HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1438, 13-19. 
103HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 97; CUMMING 1984: 136. 
104See: 8-9. 
105The Egyptians only had the terms sn and snt for sibling relationships and collateral kin in a broader 

sense. The term was mainly used to refer to ego's «brother" or "sister," but it could also refer to the link 

with ego's mother/father «uncles» and «aunts», as well as their sons/daughters «cousins», and the 

sons/daughters of ego's brothers/sisters «cousins» «nephews» and «nieces». CAMPAGNO 2009: 2.  
106HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1424[5-15]. 
107HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 90; CUMMING 1984: 124. 

https://www.osirisnet.net/tombes/nobles/sennefer/e%20sennefer_.1-9.
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108 iw.k Hna sn.k  pA(iri) imy-r  niwt m hwt.f nHH 

«you are with your brother, Pa(iri), the superintendent of the city in his mansion of 

eternity» 109. 
 

Whatever their ancestry, Sennefer and Amenemopet had a close bond. Sennefer's 

parents are recognized as Humay and Nub in his tomb, while Sennefer and his first 

wife Senetnay, who was a nurse of Amenhotep II, are extensively depicted in 

Amenmope's tomb110. 

Unfortunately, Ahmose's tomb does not contain any textual references or visual 

representation of Amenemopet111.  It could be for one of two reasons: either he was still 

young and was replaced by Sennefer as the eldest son, or the current tomb's poor 

condition caused damage to the banquet scene, which depicted Ahmose's sons but did 

not preserve their names or titles. 

In an inscription from Amenemopet's tomb, only one son's name, Paser, 

(Ahmose's grandson) with his title, is mentioned, which is as follows 112 : 
 

113  sA.f  mr.f  Xry-Hbt n[ Imn] PA-sr mAa xrw 

 «his son, his beloved, the lector priest of Amun, Paser, justified»114. 
 

II. SOME REMARKS ON THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RANK 

OF THE FAMILY OF AHMOSE 

According to the current state of TT 224, most of Ahmose's family members' titles 

have not survived. As a result, the only sources of his importance and rank were some 

of his available titles in his tomb, TT 224; Amenmopet's titles and ranks in his tomb, TT 

29; and Sennefer's titles in his tomb, TT 96. Sennefer's tomb, on the other hand, provides 

additional details about him and his family115. 

Ahmose-Humay gained prominence in his administrative role within the gods 

wife estates. As a result, he was offered jobs that allowed him access to the palatial 

sphere. It is unclear how he did it. However, when his son, Amenemopet’s, and 

nephew, Sennefer's, careers are examined, it becomes clear that his relationship with the 

young Amenhotep II facilitated their careers. In order to select a new vizier after 

ascending to the throne, Amenhotep II chose the son of his tutor.  It strongly suggests 

                                                           
108HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1440, 3-4. 
109HELCK 1961: Übersetzung: 98; CUMMING 1984: 137. 
110ROEHRIG 1990: 192. 
111ROEHRIG 1990: 191, see: p.7. 
112HELCK 1961: URK IV: 1439,18. 

113Incorrect spelling of the word  Xry-Hbt. TAYLOR 2001: 188, Nº.1841. 
114For more details about the civil and priestly role of the sons and daughters of Ahmose under the reign 

of Amenhotep II, see: CUMMING 1984: 137;  SHIRLEY 2005: 250ff. 
115See: the introduction of the article. 
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that Amenemopet's position almost entirely depended on his father's status and 

relationship with Amenhotep II116. 

Amenemopet, the vizier of Amenhotep II, and Sennefer, the mayor of Thebes 

during the reign of Amenhotep II, were Amenhotep II’s two most powerful men. 

Nonetheless, neither tomb mention titles nor details about how they came to hold these 

positions. Ahmose Humay's connection to the palace as an overseer of the ipt-nswt and 

tutor may be the common thread. Both Amenemopet and Sennefer benefited directly 

from the power that these positions provided. Furthermore, Ahmose-Humay appears to 

have used his influence within the estate of the god's wife to bring Sennefer into this 

domain, possibly shortly after Sennefer's parents died and Ahmose-Humay «adopted» 

him. Sennefer may have continued to administer the priesthood. Moreover, there is no 

evidence that Amenemopet would have been promoted in the administration without 

the assistance of his father117 . 

Furthermore, most women of Ahmose's family had important titles: Xkrt nsw, mnat 

wrt, Smayt nt Imn. It is unclear whether they belonged to the elites due to their husbands' 

positions or their birthright. However, the titles indicate an important position in the 

palace and closeness to the royal family during the reigns of Thutmose III and 

Amenhotep II. 
 

III. CONCLUSION 

The importance of TT 224 stems primarily from the textual information and visual 

representations on the tomb walls. It helped to combine the various pieces of extensive 

genealogical data about the Ahmose’s family. His parents, Senwesrt and Taidy, are 

mentioned in his tomb, as is common in most Theban tombs to express their respect, 

but their status is unknown due to the absence of their titles in his tomb. 

Nbw was Ahmose's sole wife, as no other spouses are mentioned in his tomb. She 

bore the title «lady in waiting » ,indicating that she was close to the Royal Court, 

whether in charge of court tasks or an honorary bestowed by the king. This title may 

have been facilitated by Ahmose's association with the royal court through the title 

«Tutor of the King», which he later held in his professional career. 

At least nine of Ahmose's daughters were depicted in his tomb (TT224), seven of 

whom have names but no titles and are unknown to us. His sons are represented in his 

tomb, but due to the lack of text and wall damage, we are unsure of how many sons 

Ahmose had. 

Primary sources confirmed true kinship, specifically the relationship between 

Ahmose and Sennefer, his alleged son. Sennefer was possibly Ahmose's adopted 

nephew, who was sent from Qus to Thebes and lived with his relatives (Ahmose and 

his wife Nbw). He trusted him as his eldest son and delegated all funerary duties to him 

rather than Amenmope (his real son), who was most likely absent from Ahmose's tomb 

due to his youth. Sennefer's biological parents are Nenu and Henutiry, and his uncle 

and aunt are Ahmose Humay and Nbw, respectively. Amenemopet and Sennefer are 

                                                           
116SHIRLEY 2005: 250-1. 
117HIRLEY 2005: 250ff. 
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cousins. As a result, this part of the study disproves one of the most widely held 

misconceptions about Ahmose and Sennefer's kinship among Egyptologists. 

Amnemopet, on the other hand, has a close relationship with his cousin Sennefer, 

whom Amnemopet regards as «his brother». His parents are identified as Humay and 

Nub in his tomb, while Sennefer and his first wife, Senetnay, an Amenhotep II nurse, 

are prominently depicted.  

Amenemopet and Sennefer were Amenhotep II's two most powerful men. 

Ahmose Humay's connection to the palace as an overseer of the ipt-nswt and tutor, and 

his influence within the estate of the god's wife may be the common thread of gaining 

their positions. Both Amenemopet and Sennefer benefited directly from the power that 

these positions provided. According to the researcher, Ahmose's family held a high 

societal position and was close to the royal family. Here is a simplified version of the 

researcher's correction of Ahmose’s family119 genealogy [TABLE 1]. 

 
[TABLE 1] : Geneaology of Sennefer  according to the  researcher.  
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