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[EN] The Egyptian copper coins were of highly importance in the trades of monetary circulation in the
early Islamic state. They maintained the traditions of Byzantine minting techniques, like a marked
heaviness in weight and thickness in size, and ruggedness in inscriptions. Groups of imitative light
copper and bronze coins have emerged, bearing those features of the Egyptian fuliis, but in shape only,
they differ in minting techniques, size, weight and thickness. Some of them are hybrid imitated resemble
the inscriptions of the Egyptian copper coins in one side, and the characters of the Bilad al-Sam
inscriptions on the other side. This paper contributes imitative coins of Egyptian Fuliis from Bilad al-Sam,
some of them are unpublished, in an attempt to identify the source of the imitation and monitor the most

important features.
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I. INTRODUCTION

When Muslims armies conquered Egypt in 18 AH/639 AD, the common
circulating copper coins were the 12-nummia piece minted by Heraclius (r. 610-641 AD)
in Alexandria. There is no doubt that those copper coins of Heraclius, and later of his
successor Constants II (r. 641-668 AD) continued to circulate for several years. Despite
the high activity of the Egyptian mints in producing coins at that time, the numismatic
evidence states that there were no transitional types for Egypt comparable to those
issued in Syria and Palestine’ Egypt began issuing coins directly with Arabic

inscriptions, and coins emerged which hold the names of the Egyptian mints.

The Egyptian bronze and copper coins of reformed Arab types struck during the
Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods can be easily distinguished by their characteristic
technique of minting, as the new authorities established a mint in al-Fustat along the
line with Egyptian Byzantine minting traditions. These coins are marked by their
heaviness in weight, thickness in size, and ruggedness in inscriptions. Sub-mints were
also established in Atrib, Fayyim and Ahnas, while the mint of Alexandria continued

issuing coins intermittently throughout the Islamic era in Egypt.

Groups of imitative light copper coins have turned up, bearing features of the
Egyptian fuliis in their design. But they differ in minting techniques, size, weight and
thickness. Some of them are mules. That means one side resemble the inscriptions of the
Egyptian copper coins, and the other side imitates a different Syrian copper coin type of

another mint.
I1I. PREVIOUS STUDIES

In 1980, Lutz Ilisch published his invaluable contribution on the Umayyad and ‘Abbasid
copper coins of Hims?, he mentioned to the small copper coins which were circulated in
Syria especially during the periods of the absence of the “Abbasid fuliis after the decline
of the Umayyads. In 2000, Nikolaus Schindel®, indicated to the Egyptian imitative copper
coins, according to the previous indications of Lutz Ilisch without any more
information.
- In 2003, Stefan Heidemann*, published a group of Syrian mules of copper coins
imitation coins of al-Kiifa. A one group among them were mules with Egyptian

coppers. Those imitation could be dated to the year between 167 and the 180 AH.

'I presented this contribution in the 3 symposium of Money and monetary circulation in the
Mediterranean countries, Antalya 2017. MILES 1958: 471- 472.

? ILISCH 1980: 23-30.

* SCHINDEL 2000: 52-53.

* HEIDEMANN 2003: 154.
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III. THE PRESENT STUDY

This paper contributes more examples of these imitative light copper coins, some
of them are unpublished, in an attempt to identify the source of the imitation and

monitor the most important features.
Iv. PROPOSED CLASSIFICATION

The prototype of the imitative types 1, 2, & 3 is the most prolific type of the
Umayyad Egyptian copper coins. It is particularly interesting because it used the Arabic
word «Misr» which denoted on the one side in «all embracing town», in the meaning of
a Muslim garrison city, and in particular the name of the Egyptian province. The other
side has the name of that «military city» the specific mint name Fustat. Probably, it is to

be read «Misr al-Fustat’» the military city Fustat [FIGURE 1]°.

[FIGURE 1].WILKS & CURTIS: Auct. 11 N°. 45

Although these coins do not bear dates, they are closely datable. They carry the
names of the last Umayyad Caliph, Marwan II (127-132 AH and of ‘Abd al-Malik ibn
Marwan, the finance director of Egypt from Ragab 131-Gumada I 132 AH.

Type 1 A (Misr al-Fustat type)

bv. Within a dotted circle »=«, Marginal legends o) s« ¢ <llall ae &l 2
Rev. within a dotted circle & /audll | Marginal legends (sic) [... s 4 ... ]
- Walker 1956: N™. 910 (1.16 g. 14 mm)®
- SNATIII 2017: N, 1197 (1.15 g. 15 mm, 8h)
- SNATIII 2017: N*. 1196 (0.70 g. 13 mm, 9h)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12857 (0.92 g, 15 mm, 7h)” [FIGURE 2]
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N™. SB 12855 (0.79 g, 15 mm, 2h)
- Universitdit Hamburg, photo N™. SB 12856 (0.93 g, 14 mm, 3h)

®MILES 1958: 477; WILKS & CURTIS: Auct. 11 N*°. 45 (6.78 g).
® WALKER 1956: 910
” The photos of the coins with the SB numbers were provided by STEPHAN HEIDEMANN.
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[FIGURE 2]. University Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12857

Type 2 A (Misr Type)

The coins of type two are frequently die linked, suggesting that they come from

one single workshop.

Obv. Within a circle »=s, Marginal legends o s ¢ ¢llall 2 &l 2
Rev. within a circle sas s /41 ¥) / (&) 4} ¥, Marginal legends [40) J sw ) 2eas ]
- SNATIII 2017: N*. 1189 (2.47 g, 19 mm, 11h)? [FIGURE 3]
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12859 (1.70 g, 18 mm, 10h; same obverse die
as SB 12858, 12860, 12863and Zeno, N. 1646)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*°. SB 12860 (1.92 g, 18 mm, 2h; same obverse die
as @ SB 12858, 12859, 12863and Zeno, N. 1646)
- Zeno: N 1646 (16 mm; same obverse die as SB 12858, 12859, 12860 &12863)

[FIGURE 3]. SNAT III 2017: N 1189

Type2 B

Obv. Within a circle »=«, Marginal legends <l xe 4l xe] Y]
Rev. within a circle J eas /oaa 5 4l / V) (d)) 4} ¥, Marginal legends [4) J ... ]
- Goussous 2014: 61 N+°. 2 (2.00 g, 17 mm, 6h)
- SNATIII 2017: N+ 1186 (1.70 g, 18 mm, 5h) [FIGURE 4]
- SNATIII2017: N 1187 (1.61 g, 18 mm, 10h)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12858 (1.85 g, 18 mm, 4h; same obverse die
as SB 12859, 12860 & 12863)

& YOUNIS 2017: 1198.
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[FIGURE 4]. SNAT III 2017: N=. 1186

Type2 C

Obv. Within a circle »=s, Marginal legends <l xe 4l xe] 1aY]]
Rev. within a double circle with annulets in between 4 / J s« /3%as
- SNATIII 2017: N°. 1188 ( 2.28 g, 19 mm, 5h) [FIGURE 5]
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12863 (1.50 g, 17 mm, 7h; same obverse die
as SB 12858, 12859; 12860)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*°. SB 12864 (1.21 g, 14 mm, 6h)
- Zeno: N*. 111809 (1.15 g, 16 mm)

[FIGURE 5]. SNAT III 2017: N°. 1188

Type2 D

Obv. Within a circle »<=«,.. above and a crescent below , Marginal legends ...]
Rev. 2 ¢/ <l 2e | marginal legends ...
- SNATIII2017: N 1190 (0.66 g, 13 mm, 9h) [FIGURE 6]
‘Abd al-Malik Ibn. Yazid (133-141 h.) issued a considerable number of glass weights

and vessel stamps, and his career is well documented not only by the coins and glass

weights, but also in the historical literature. In this case both sides referred to Egyptian

types.

[FIGURE 6]. SNAT III 2017: N*°. 1190
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Type 2 E

Obv. Within a circle »=<, Marginal legends <l e &l 2 B
Rev. within a circle jerboa to right, marginal legends uaess (uldll 138 3 a9
- SNATIII2017: N 1191(1.00 g, 14 mm, 3h) [FIGURE 7]
- Tibingen, inv. N*. AC9 B4 (1.58 g, 15 mm, 7h)
- Universitdit Hamburg, photo N°. SB 12853 (1.05 g, 16 mm, 5h)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N*. SB 07433 (1.12 g, 14 mm)
Marwan ibn Bisr, governor of Hims in later 130s AH.

[FIGURE 7]. SNAT III 2017: N° 1191

Type 2 F

Obv. Within a dotted circle »=« Marginal legends <llall s 4] xe 521 ]
Rev. within a double circle with annulets in between (3w / o pua 10
- Zeno: N 158153 (1.19 g, 15.5 mm) [FIGURE 8]

[FIGURE 8]. ZENO: N°. 158153

® For more information and examples about the coinage of the jerboa from Hims, see: ILISCH 1980: 28;
WALKER 1956: N 804-806.
'® For more about the prototype of this coin, see: WALKER 1956: N B.46, PL.XXVII
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Type 3 A (AL-FUSTAT type)
Obv. Within a circle & /kill marginal legends ol se [r Skl 2e] Jaa¥) g3 e
Rev. within a double circle with annulets in between s 5 / &) ¥} /41l ¥
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N SB 12865 (1.13 g, 15 mm, 1h) [FIGURE 9]

[FIGURE 9].Uni. Hamburg, photo no. SB 12865
Type 3B

Obv. Within a circle & /hudll marginal legends [¢)se 2 Skl ae 5aa¥) (g3 e ]
Rev. within a double square s2a5/ 4l Y /4y

[FIGURE 10]. University Hamburg, photo N*. SB 12854

Type 3 C

Obv. Within a circle & /<=« marginal legends o3« [ xSl xe] ¥ s e
Rev. within a double circle with annulets in between 4 / Jsw_ / 2a3a

- SNATIII 2017, N2 1194 (1.59 g, 14 mm, %h) [FIGURE 11]

- ANs:inv. N° 1991. 3. 199 (0.899 g, 13 mm)

- ZENO: N° 100915 (1.29 g, 14 mm)

[FIGURE 11]. SNAT III 2017, N*. 1194
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Type 3D

Obv. Within a circle - /< marginal legends... &b 4w ., ¢

Rev. within a dotted square 4 / S5 / 2ena
- SNATIII2017: N*. 1192 (1.11 g, 15 mm, 5h) [FIGURE 12]
- SNATIII2017: N*. 1193(1.19 g, 14 mm, 12h)

[FIGURE 12]. SNAT III 2017: N*. 1192

Type 3 E

Obv. Within a dotted circle & /i marginal legends ...
Rev. within a circle .../ 4 4sla /T amw
- SNATIII 2017: N™. 154 (2.36 g, 14 mm, 11h) [FIGURE 13]

[FIGURE 13]. SNAT III 2017: N, 154

Type 3 F

Obv. Within a dotted circle - /<o« marginal legends ... o5«
Rev. Brockage of the obverse
- SNATIII2017: N*. 1195 (1.36 g, 15 mm, 12h) [FIGURE 14]

[FiGURE 14]. SNAT III 2017: Nx. 1195
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Type 4 A (Muhammad ibn Sa‘id Type)'!

Muhammad ibn Sa‘id ibn ‘Ugba was finance director of Egypt, and possibly also
governor, for some time- if not the entire period between 152-157 AH./ 769-774 AD. His
name can be found on glass weights and vessel stamps, and also in a papyrus document
dated 153 AH.'2, where he used the title amir.

Obv. Within a circle ¥ &) 4slia /i s /0 dasa /

Rev. within a circle 4 Jsw ) /2ase il /Y] ) ¥
- SnatII2017: N®. 153 (1.84 g, 15 mm, 5h) [FIGURE 15]
- SnatIII 2017: N™. 152 (2.09 g, 16 mm, 6h)

[FIGURE 15]. SNAT III 2017: N=. 153

Type 5 A (Matar Type)'?

Matar was a client (mawla) of the caliph al-Manstr, the dates of his governorship
are uncertain (159 AH according to one tradition', 157-159 AH /773-776 AD according to
another’)

Obv. Within a dotted circle W\ 415/ marginal legends & ¥ sas g 4l Y 4l Y
Rev. within a dotted circle 4 4s/_Si (s /34 marginal legends [ e s e Galil [ 138 G
el (A sa]
- SNATIII2017: N 169 (3.29 g, 14 mm, 8h) [FIGURE 16]
- SNATIII 2017: N™. 168 (3.81 g, 17 mm, 12h)
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N™. SB 13458 (2.49 g, 16 mm, 5h). The reverse of this
coin is from the same mater to produce the mould as Nr°. SB 13457, confirming
that they are produced at the same time.

" For more about the prototype of this coin. MILES 1958: N 15b; FAHMI 1965: N 2866; YOUNIS 2017:
Nrs 147-151.

" FAHMI 1957: 118-122.

3 For more about the prototype of this coin, see: MILES 1958: N2, 16; NUTZEL 1898: N, 2253-4; LAVOIX
1887: N 1601; FAHMI 1965: N*. 2876-2884; YOUNIS 2017: N, 155- 167.

'* ZAMBAUR 1927: 27.

"> MILES 1958: 487.
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-

[FIGURE 16].SNAT III 2017: N=, 169

Type 5 B (Kiifa Types I-1I)1®

Obv. Within a dotted circle VNV /41 S / marginal legends & Y oas 5 4l ¥} al) ¥
Rev. within a dotted circle 4 /J s« /2as marginal legends 4 ... <l 4 el L
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N™. SB 04532 (published in HEIDEMANN 2003a, 154
Nr. SB 532, illustration 312, PL.54; 2.46 g, 17 mm, 1h; the reading of the marginal
legend is taken from this coin) [FIGURE 17]
- Universitat Hamburg, photo N™. SB 04533 (published in HEIDEMANN 2003a, 154
N, SB 533 illustration p. 312 PL.54; 2.95 g, 18 mm, 5h)
-  MORTON & EDEN, Auct. 76, December 15, 2015, N™. 328 (2.77 g)

[FIGURE 17]. University Hamburg, photo N*. SB 04532
Type 5 C: Unknown Prototype from the Time of Hariin al-Rashid.

Obv. within a dotted circle 4 &b &Y /oaas &l /¥4l Y marginal legends: off flan. The
prototype for this obverse is from the time of Hartin al-Rashid, either Qinnasrin 181, al-
Rafiga 181 or a similar coin.
Rev. within a dotted circle &) 4« /S (e /34), marginal legends [ she sy Ao lil) 138 @
ol s

- Universitat Hamburg, photo N™. SB 13457 (2.59 g, 16 mm, 8h) [FIGURE 18]. This
coin shares the same mater for the mould as SB 13458.

'® The classification of the Kiifu type follows HEIDEMANN 2003a & b.
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[FIGURE 18]. University Hamburg, photo N™. SB 13457

Type 6 A (Ibrahim ibn Salih Type)"”

Governor of Egypt (165-167 AH)

Obv. Within a circle ¥/ 43 el laa ./ ...

Rev. within a circle 4 4« / Si zla ¢/ 281 54 |, a crescent above reverse legends

- Nicol 2009: N™. 1580 (1.86 g, 9h)
- SNATIII2017: N™. 182 (1.78 g, 15 mm, 12h)

[FIGURE 19]. SNAT III 2017: N°. 182
Type 6 B

Obv. Within a dotted circle <y , marginal legends & ¥ sas sl Y1 4l ¥
Rev. within a circle 4 4« / SI zla ¢ / antl 4l , a crescent above reverse legends
- SNATIII, N*. 183 (2.17 g, 16 mm, 9h) [FIGURE 20].

[FIGURE 20]. SNAT III, N, 183

" For more about the prototype of this coin, see: YOUNIS 2017: N0s 179-181.
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V. DATING

The imitations show two groups. The first group (types 1 to 3) are lightweight fuliis
mostly cast. The prototype is mostly coins of the governor ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (r.
132 AH/. It suggests that the casts are later, perhaps between the 130s and 150s. The mules are
coins from Hims and Damascus. It can be assumed that these coins were minted within Syria.
Especially the coins of type 2 are interlinked. The second group centers on coins of the
governor Matar (r. 157-159 AH/773-776 AD). Also here are links to coins which were produced
in the 170s and 180s (Kiifa type coins and coins from the time of Harun al-Rashid. Mules with
Kiifa coins types also exist with coins of Qinnarsin 169 AH., Nasibin 181 AH., al-Rafiqa 181 AH./
and Dimashq 183 AH. The mules and imitations of Egyptian type coins belong also to this
context's. While the sources for both groups are Egyptian copper coins, they are likely to be
produced in Bilad al-Sam.

VI. CONCLUSION

This paper presented the imitative copper coins of the Egyptian fuliis in the early
Islamic era, the original Egyptian fuliis followed the Byzantine traditions of minting
copper coins, like a marked heaviness in weight and thickness in size, and ruggedness
in inscriptions. Groups of imitative light copper and bronze coins have emerged,
bearing those features of the Egyptian fuliis, but in shape only, they differ in minting
techniques, size, weight and thickness. Some of them are hybrid imitated resemble the
inscriptions of the Egyptian copper coins in one side, and the characters of the Bilad al-
Sam inscriptions on the other side. This paper contributes imitative coins of Egyptian
Fuliis from Bilad al-Sam in a typological system, some of them are unpublished, in an

attempt to identify the source of the imitation and monitor the most important features.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I owe my gratitude to Stefan Heidemann (Universitdit Hamburg) & Lutz Ilisch (Eberhard-
Karls Universitat Tiibingen) for their generous help by providing me with most of the photos of
this paper.
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